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SUMMER NATIONALS HONOUR ROLL 
 
Congratulations to the following Victorians 
(or ex-Victorians) who performed with 
distinction at the recent Summer Nationals in 
Canberra:  
 
National Youth Team selection event: 
 Justin Howard and Andy Hung qualified for the 

national youth team 
 
National Women’s Teams: 
 1st: Eva Caplan, Rena Kaplan, Jenny Thompson 
 Semi-finals:  Julette Alexander, Paula Schroor, 

Cathie Lachman, Helen Snashall 
 
National Senior’s Teams: 
 Semi-finals: Blaine Howe 
 
Open Last Train: 
 1st: Cathy Chua 
 
Women’s Last Train: 
 1st: Felicity Beale – Diana Smart 
 
Senior’s Last Train: 
 1st: John Pettitt – Frank Power 
 
Multi Men’s Pairs: 
 2nd: Andy Hegedus – Andrew Mill 
 
Multi Women’s Pairs: 
 3rd: Christina Macquarrie - Christine Parkin 
 
Multi Senior’s Pairs: 
 1st: Stan Klofa – Charlie Schwabegger 
 2nd: Henri de Jong – Sam Arber 
 
National Swiss Pairs: 
 1st: Leigh Gold – Jamie Ebery 
 
National Open Teams finalists: 
 Finalist: Andy Hung 

Quarter finals: Andrew Mill, Sara Tishler 
 Round of 12:  Bill Jacobs, Ben Thompson 
 Round of 20:  Jill Magee, Terry Strong, 

Jessel Rothfield, Leigh Gold, Jeannette Collins, 
Stan Klofa, Jamie Ebery, Carl Hagan, 
Leone Szabo, Shirley Collins, Maggie Callander, 
Rob Fruewirth 

♠      ♥      ♦      ♣ 

 
 

2010 VBA OFFICERS 
 
President: Jeannette Collins 
Vice Presidents: Simon Hinge 
 Stan Klofa 
Treasurer: Leigh Gold 
Secretary: Christina Macquarrie 
Councillors: Mary Bertuna 
 Jan Hackett 
 Christine Parkin 
 Anton Stavik 
 Jenny Thompson 
 Libby Thomson 
Masterpoints: Laurie Kelso 
 Sue Kelso 
Manager: Cathie Lachman 
Chief Director: Laurie Kelso 
Directors: Terry Crawford 
 Val Daly 
 

STOP PRESS 
 
The Wednesday Charity sessions recommence 

on 3rd February. 
*  11.00 a.m. start 
*  $10 all players 
*  Red points 
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FOR STARTERS 
Bill Jacobs 

 
Replay 

 
With everyone vulnerable, playing for imps, 
you hold: 
 

♠ KJ  ♥ AQ32  ♦ KJ  ♣ Q9643 
 
Partner deals and opens 2♦: you have 
recently agreed to try the Multi, so 2♦ is 
either a weak two in one of the majors, or 
shows 20-22 points, balanced. 
 
RHO overcalls 2♥, and it’s your turn: 
 

LHO Partner RHO You 
 2♦ 2♥ ? 

 
There is no alert to 2♥, so you can assume 
that it is a natural bid.  So dollars to 
doughnuts, partner has a weak two in 
spades.   
 
There are several choices: you could try 3NT 
or 4♠, or mark time with a 2NT enquiry bid, 
or perhaps you could double 2♥ for penalties. 
 
Which do you choose, and why? 

 
 
Doubling 2♥ for penalties would be 
premature.  No doubt you can take two heart 
tricks, and a spade or two, and perhaps 
something in the minors – but it doesn’t add 
up to a worthwhile penalty.  The ♥32 are 
fairly useless – they cannot easily be 
promoted into tricks.  Scratch the double. 
 
The choice between 3NT and 4♠ is close.  
The case for 3NT is that 9 tricks might be 
easier than 10 – you can visualize two 
hearts, six spades and a trick in a minor.  
Remember Hamman’s rule?  As against that, 
if the spades are not solid, perhaps you will 
have difficulty gaining entries to run partner’s 
spades. 
 
A 2NT enquiry may or may not assist. One 
aspect in its favour is that if you enquire and 
then bid 3NT, partner might feel empowered 
to overrule you in favour of 4♠ with a 
suitable hand.  But if you bid 3NT directly, 
that’s a “shut-up partner” bid – he is not 
being consulted. 

After all these meanderings, let’s say you bid 
3NT, which ends the auction.  The heart 7 is 
led and you see: 
 

 ♠ AQ10975  
 ♥ J  
 ♦ 10763  
 ♣ 82  
   
 ♠ KJ  
 ♥ AQ32  
 ♦ KJ  
 ♣ Q9643  

 
Dummy’s ♥J is covered with ♥K.  Plan the 
play in 3NT. 

 
 
8 tricks are easy: 6 in spades and 2 in 
hearts.  To avoid complications, you should 
win the heart ace at trick 1, play ♠K 
overtaking with ♠A and play a diamond up, 
developing your ninth trick immediately. 
 
All follow to the spade, and when you play a 
diamond off dummy, RHO plays the 2. 
 
King or jack? 

 
 
The bidding tells you what to do.  RHO has 
made a vulnerable 2♥ overcall with modest 
hearts.  He is likely to have good cards 
outside ... for example the diamond ace. 
 
You should play the diamond king.  If this 
wins the trick, you can cash your second 
heart trick, and then run the spades for 9. 
 
Now to the replay.  Let’s imagine that you 
chose 4♠ as the final contract, bidding it 
directly over RHO’s 2♥ overcall.  The first 
trick is identical: ♥7, ♥J, ♥K, ♥A.  But now 
you need 10 tricks rather than 9. 
 
What’s the plan in 4♠?   

 
 
Your best bet for the 10th trick is to ruff a 
diamond in your hand.  So the play should be 
similar to 3NT – leading a diamond to the 
king – but with one important difference.  
You need to retain your trumps, so at trick 
two you play the ♥Q to discard a club from 
dummy (praying that LHO follows to the 
heart – he does) and ruff a heart. 
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Now a diamond towards the king, and if all 
goes well, you will be able to eventually ruff 
one of dummy’s diamonds.    
 
The full deal: 
 

 ♠ AQ10975  
 ♥ J  
 ♦ 10763  
 ♣ 82  
♠ 842  ♠ 63 
♥ 75  ♥ K109864 
♦ Q954  ♦ A82 
♣ KJ75  ♣ A10 
 ♠ KJ  
 ♥ AQ32  
 ♦ KJ  
 ♣ Q9643  

 
 

 
Points to remember: 
 
• Beware of low level penalty doubles when 

your trump spots are weak.  On the 
surface, your opponents were in trouble 
in 2♥, but your lack of heart spots is 
fatal.  In fact if you had doubled 2♥ you 
would later be writing down “-670” on the 
scorecard. 

 
• When partner opens a weak two, a direct 

bid of 3NT by you is non-negotiable: 
partner’s opinion is not being sought.  
(For example, perhaps you have a 
running suit of your own.)  Conversely, if 
you enquire with 2NT, then bid 3NT, 
partner does have some license to 
overrule. 

 
• When guessing a suit like the diamonds 

here, recall the bidding.  If one of your 
opponents has bid, he’s a bit more likely 
to have the high honour than the low 
honour. 

 
• Did you notice a hidden trap in the play of 

3NT?  If you were tempted to run the 
spades before setting up the diamond – 
perhaps hoping for defensive assistance – 
you would go down against best defence. 

 
You are squeezed on the run of the 
spades.  You can discard two hearts, but 
also must throw two clubs, weakening 
that suit.  Then RHO can rise ♦A, and the 
defence cashes four club tricks. 

SETTING TRICK - PROBLEMS 
 
Problem 1: 

Dealer: S ♠ A10732  
Vul: N/S ♥ J84  
 ♦ AKJ9  
 ♣ 5  
  ♠ 96 
  ♥ AK1065 
  ♦ 10 
  ♣ AQ1096 

 
West North East South 

   Pass 

Pass 1♠ 2♠ Pass 

3♣ Pass Pass 3♦ 
3♥ 4♦   All pass 

 
Partner leads ♥9, likely top of 3 small, since 
she has raised hearts. You win ♥K and look 
for the source of your 4th trick. 
 
Problem 2: 

Dealer: E ♠ 54  
Vul: Both ♥ AK96  
 ♦ A842  
 ♣ AQ2  
♠ K108   
♥ 10875   
♦ KQJ105   
♣ J   

 
West North East South 

  3♣ 3♠ 

Pass 4♣ Pass 4♥ 

Pass 6♥   All pass 
 
You lead ♦K, won by dummy's ♦A, partner 
following ♦3 and declarer ♦7. Declarer plays 
to ♥Q then ♥A (partner ♣3) and follows with 
a spade to ♠Q (partner ♠7). How are you 
going to defend? 
 
Solutions on page 5. 
 
 
FREE TO A GOOD HOME (if you can collect) 
36 white plastic side tables 
5 good quality timber 32 board holders 
 
Email:  secretary@waverleybridgeclub.com.au  
or ring Mary on 9583 5092 or 9807 650 
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BRIDGE APHORISMS – VI 
THE 5 LEVEL BELONGS TO THE OPPONENTS 

WHEN IN DOUBT, BID ONE MORE 
 
These aphorisms were moderately popular, 
scoring 6.8 and 5.1 respectively. 
 
There’s a problem there.  They advise the 
opposite – they can’t both be popular.  This 
area of high-level competitive bidding is one 
of the most puzzling parts of the game – no 
one gets these decisions right all the time. 
Give such problems to Meckstroth and 
Rodwell, let them phone a friend in Zia, and 
they still won’t get them all right.  They will 
do well to bat at 60%.   
 
What’s more, there is usually a large pile of 
imps at stake. 
 
You hold: 

♠ K108543  ♥ 9  ♦ K64  ♣ 1076 
 
Partner deals, with no-one vulnerable, and 
the auction is as follows: 
 

LHO Partner RHO You 
 1♠ 2♥ 4♠ 

5♥ Pass Pass ?? 
 
Well?  Does “the 5-level belong to them”, or 
are you in doubt, and “bid one more”?  We’ll 
come back to this hand later. 
 
Let’s see how some of our correspondents 
dealt with the conflicting rules: 
 
Ben Thompson: 
T5LBTTO: 9 
WIDB1M: 2-8:  “good for the two level, and 
for accepting game invitations; a total dud at 
the 5-level”. 
 
OK, he puts it in the context of level. 
 
Blaine Howe (and Helen Snashall and Jeff 
Fust similarly): 
T5LBTTO: 6 
WIDB1M: 3 
 
They like one, not the other – fair enough. 
 
Cathie Lachman: 
T5LBTTO: 5: “Charlie Snashall used to say 
this a lot” 
WIDB1M:  “Don’t pass!” 

I think Cathie wants you to either double 
their contract or bid one more – none of 
these fence-sitting passes! 
 
Ian McCance: 
T5LBTTO: 8: “Dead right and good advice, 
even though it clashes with WIDB1M” 
WIDB1M:  “Can be right, but should only be 
applied once per deal!” 
 
That’s a nice point. 
 
Robert Fruewirth: 
T5LBTTO: 6: “A generalism that is more true 
than false” 
WIDB1M:  “Do it quickly to avoid speculative 
doubles” 
 
Another good point!  
 
The two aphorisms say the opposite, but 
there is some solid logic behind both of them.   
 
T5LBTTO: The main argument is that 5 of a 
major has no score advantage over 4 major.  
When the opponents declare 5♠ or 5♥, 
whether you’ve pushed them there or they’ve 
bid it voluntarily, you feel good about it.  
That’s because 5 major is a small target – 
the hand needs to be good for exactly 11 
tricks.  If only 10 tricks, they are down; if 12, 
they have missed a slam. 
 
So letting the opponents play there, or not 
bidding it yourself, is an attractive 
proposition. 
 
As an aside, the 3-level is another scoring 
desert.  3 of a suit has no advantage over 2 
of a suit.  Pushing the opponents to the three 
level, and letting them play there, is good 
karma. The imp swing is less than at the 5-
level, but the principle is the same.  If no-one 
has coined the aphorism “The 3-level belongs 
to the opponents”, then I will claim it for 
myself. 
 
WIDB1M:  Bidding one more will generally 
work out well if either your contract or the 
opponents’ contract is making.  This gives 
you two chances to be right.   
 
Moreover, if neither contract is making, the 
adverse swing might be small.  In the 
example problem, suppose both 5♥ and 5♠ 
are one down – a plausible scenario given 
your hand.  Then you don’t pay out much for 
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taking the phantom sacrifice in 5♠ - perhaps 
3 or 4 imps.   
 
And you might even gain: maybe the 
opponents also subscribe to WIDB1M, and 
bid 6♥ and it fails.  Now you’ve earned a 
bigger swing. WIDB1M has a positive side-
effect of giving your opponents the last 
guess. 
 
So has this discussion helped you decide 
whether to push on to 5♠ or let them play 
5♥, perhaps doubled?   
 
It doesn’t help me.  I think both aphorisms 
are completely useless.  There has to be a 
better way. 
 
And there is. 

To be continued ... 

♠      ♥      ♦      ♣ 

RECENT RESULTS 
 
VBA Mixed Pairs 

1 J. Collins – M. Phillips  
2 R. Szabo-Bencze – S. Vardi 
3 M. Henbest – C. Lachman 
 
VBA Unmixed Pairs 

1 B. Tencer – G. Gaspar 
2 S. Klofa – R. Gallus 
3 E. Hardy – A. Paul 
 
VBA Christmas Teams 

1 J. Rosen, B. Kingham, N. Ewart, B. Howe 
2 A. Hegedus, A. Mill, J. Howard, P. Hollands, 

M. Henbest 
3 R. Szabo-Bencze, J. Selwyn, D. Selwyn, 

M. Granovsky 
 
VBA Summer Congress 

Swiss Pairs 
 
1 S. Klofa – C. Schwabegger 
2 F. Kovacs – T. Gariepy 
3 M. Willcox - J. Codognotto 
 
Swiss Teams 
 
1 J. Yang, S. Xie, D. Wei, V. Zhang 
2 N. Ewart, B. Howe, T. Strong, J. Magee 
3 M. Elson, L. Gold, E. Hardy, S. Gerdan 

♠      ♥      ♦      ♣ 

SETTING TRICK – SOLUTIONS 
Ian McCance 

 
Problem 1 

Dealer: S ♠ A10732  
Vul: N/S ♥ J84  
 ♦ AKJ9  
 ♣ 5  
♠ KJ85  ♠ 96 
♥ 932  ♥ AK1065 
♦ 87  ♦ 10 
♣ J842  ♣ AQ1096 
 ♠ Q4  
 ♥ Q7  
 ♦ Q65432  
 ♣ K32  

 
The setting trick won't be in trumps! So two 
hearts and a club you know about, and you 
need one in spades before declarer has a 
heart winner for a discard (You know he has 
no more than two spades, else would have 
supported.) Switch to ♠9. Your heart trick 
isn't going away. 
 
Problem 2 

Dealer: N ♠ 54  
Vul: Both ♥ AK96  
 ♦ A842  
 ♣ AQ2  
♠ K108  ♠ 72 
♥ 10875  ♥ 3 
♦ KQJ105  ♦ 963 
♣ J  ♣ KJ98643 
 ♠ AQJ963  
 ♥ QJ42  
 ♦ 7  
 ♣ 75  

 
When you win this you can follow with one 
of: a trump, a spade, ♦Q or  ♣J. Pause for a 
moment to think about declarer's hand-
shape. If he started with 7 spades there is no 
defence. So 6412 – you know the diamond 
was singleton from partner's count-card. 
Declarer had 4 tricks in hearts, 5 in spades 
and 2 aces. But if you return anything but a 
SPADE he can contrive a 12th trick by dummy 
reversal, trumping a diamond high and 
finessing against your  ♥10. Returning a 
spade cuts an essential line of 
communication. 
 
There is another, spectacular, way to break 
this contract – duck ♠Q. 
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THE TWELFTH TRICK 
 

IMPs ♠ KJ106  
Dealer: S ♥ 87  
Vul: nil ♦ A52  
 ♣ K854  
   
 ♠ AQ98543  
 ♥ AQ 
 ♦ 3  
 ♣ A92  

 
West North East South 

   1♠ 
Pass 3♠ Pass 4NT 
Pass 5♥ Pass 6♠ 
Pass Pass Pass  

 
The lead is ♦J.  Trumps divide 1-1. 
 
Plan the play.  Solution on page 8. 
 

 
 

 

PLAY 1NT 
 

IMPs ♠ K865  
Dealer: N ♥ 652  
Vul: all ♦ 1094  
 ♣ A93  
   
 ♠ A4  
 ♥ A73 
 ♦ K53  
 ♣ K8742  

 
West North East South 

 Pass Pass 1♣ 
Pass 1♠ Pass 1NT 
Pass Pass Pass  

 
Trick 1: ♥Q, ♥2, ♥10, ♥3.   
Trick 2: ♥J, ♥5, ♥4, ♥7.   
Trick 3: ♥8, ♥6, ♥9, ♥A. 
 
Now what?  Don’t be too hasty.  Solution on 
page 8. 

♠      ♥      ♦      ♣ 

PENNY PURBRICK 
 
Sadly Penny 
Purbrick passed 
away at home on 
Saturday evening 9th 
January.  She was 
only 52. She showed 
amazing spirit in the 
past four years since 
her diagnosis and 
lived a very full life 
travelling and 
playing bridge 
during that time. 
Recently when 
presented her with 
her Silver Life 
Master Certificate, 
she said “I’m still 
here”! 
 
Our thoughts are with her husband, Chris, son 
Cameron and twin daughters Felicity and 
Nicole. 

♠      ♥      ♦      ♣ 
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DISASTERVILLE - I 
Bill Jacobs 

 
Disasters are an occupational hazard of 
bridge.  You cannot go through a bridge 
career without conceding at least one 2000 
point penalty.  In this series we will share a 
few famous and not-so-famous disasters, 
some perpetrated by world champion players 
... perhaps inoculating yourself and your 
partner against the next disaster that heads 
your way. 
 
There are two classes of disaster: bad luck 
and bad play.  For a prime example of an 
unlucky disaster, American Bob Hamman was 
on lead to 7♦ in the final of the 1980 bridge 
Olympiad against France: 
  

Dealer: E ♠ 4  
Vul: all ♥ -  
 ♦ KJ75  
 ♣ AQJ106543  
♠ AKJ876  ♠ Q9532 
♥ A107632  ♥ J854 
♥ -  ♦ Q64 
♣ 2  ♣ 7 
 ♠ 10  
 ♥ KQ9 
 ♦ A109832  
 ♣ K98  

 
West North East South 

Hamman Chemla Wolff Mari 
  Pass 1♦ 

2♦ 2♥ 4♠ 4NT 

5♠ 6♣ Pass 6♦ 
6♠ 7♦ Pass Pass 

D’ble Pass Pass Pass 
 
Hamman led the ♥A – the major where the 
opposition seemed likely to have the most 
cards.  That part was true, but with the 
hearts 3-0, it was the wrong ace. 
 
With 6♠ doubled and down one at the other 
table (if ever there was a hand for “bid one 
more” ...), the lead swung 28 imps.  France 
won the match by 20 imps. 
 
This series is more about disasters due to 
bad play – of course, these can happen at 
the highest levels.  Here’s an example, from 
the 1956 European Championships, France 
(E/W here) versus Italy: 
 

Dealer: W ♠ KQ107643  
Vul: E/W ♥ -  
 ♦ K87653  
 ♣ -  
♠ -  ♠ J852 
♥ KQJ732  ♥ A1096 
♥ QJ10  ♦ 94 
♣ 8654  ♣ 972 
 ♠ A9  
 ♥ 854 
 ♦ A2  
 ♣ AKQJ103  

 
West North East South 
Jais Forquet Trezel Sinis-

calco 
1♥ 4♠ Pass 4NT 

Pass 6♦ Pass 6♠ 

Pass 7♠ D’ble 7NT 
Pass Pass D’ble All Pass 

 
East’s double of 7♠, telling declarer how to 
play the spades, may have been the most 
disastrous bid in European Championship 
history.  If so, the record only stood for one 
bid, gazumped by South’s dreadful 
conversion to 7NT.   Since 7NT doubled went 
down 6, where 7♠ doubled would have made, 
it’s fair to say that 7NT was one of the most 
expensive bids of all time. 
 
What made the hand particularly famous was 
Forquet’s reaction.  He didn’t say a word, and 
played the remainder of the session (11 more 
boards) as though nothing had happened.  
Terence Reese wrote that Forquet’s lack of 
reaction seemed to take something out of the 
French, who played well below their best for 
the rest of the session. 
 
There’s a lesson in that. 
 

RECENT MASTER PROMOTIONS 

Graduate Master Rene Aron 
 George Krawat 

Club Master Craig Irwin  
 Rose Schwarz 

*Local Master Tim Andrews 
 John Makinson 
 Phillip Nankin 
 Mira Pfau 

**Local Master Thomas Kudelka 

State Master Max Henbest 

*National Master John Bristow 
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ELEGANCE 
Bill Jacobs 

 
IMPs ♠ K865  
Dealer: N ♥ 652  
Vul: All ♦ 1094  
 ♣ A93  
♠ J932  ♠ Q107 
♥ QJ8  ♥ K1094 
♦ AJ86  ♦ Q72 
♣ 106  ♣ QJ5 
 ♠ A4  
 ♥ A73 
 ♦ K53  
 ♣ K8742  

 
South plays 1NT and the defence starts with 
three rounds of hearts. 1NT contracts don’t 
usually stir the blood, but this one features a 
play that is the height of elegance. 
 
American Milton Rosenberg found the only 
play at trick four which makes the contract: 
he cashed the spade ace.  Then he ducked a 
round of clubs. 
 
East won the club and played the long heart, 
on which declarer threw his low spade.  The 
defence had no answer – declarer could stop 
the diamonds, and in the fullness of time, 
would come to four clubs, two spades and 
the heart ace. 
 
Now look what happens if you don’t make the 
far-sighted play of clearing ♠A.  If you duck a 
club, the defence cashes its heart trick and 
South is squeezed!  A low spade discard, 
followed by a club exit from the defence will 
result in declarer not having the entries to 
cash his seven tricks.  And any other discard 
is equally disastrous. 
 

 

THE TWELFTH TRICK 
Bill Jacobs 

 
IMPs ♠ KJ106  
Dealer: S ♥ 87  
Vul: nil ♦ A52  
 ♣ K854  
♠ 7  ♠ 2 
♥ K10432  ♥ J965 
♥ J10764  ♦ KQ98 
♣ J3  ♣ Q1076 
 ♠ AQ98543  
 ♥ AQ 
 ♦ 3  
 ♣ A92  

 
There are two main chances for the 12th 
trick: clubs 3-3 or the heart finesse.  There is 
nothing to stop you testing the clubs and if 
they don’t divide, falling back on hearts. 
 
There is one important extra possibility to 
play for – an endplay on West. 
 
Ruff a diamond at trick 2, draw trumps, ruff 
dummy’s last diamond, and play ♣K and a 
small club from dummy, planning to insert 
the 9.   
 
If West has to win this, his only safe return is 
a club.  If clubs are 3-3, you claim, and if 
West turns out to have four clubs, you fall 
back on the heart finesse.  But if West 
started with only two clubs, he is stymied. 
 

 
‘WELCOME TO WAVERLEY BRIDGE CLUB’ 

SWISS PAIRS 
 
Club members from all Victorian Clubs! 
Enter the belated celebration to mark the open 
of the new Waverley Bridge Club rooms 
 
Sunday March 14, 2010 , 10 am – 6 pm, Swiss 
Pairs 
Entry fee:  $35 payable on the day 
A light lunch will be provided with plenty of 
snacks 
Cash prizes in 3 grades 
 
Venue: Electra Community Centre 
Rear 21A Electra Ave 
Ashwood  3147 
Enter on www.bridgeunlimited.com  or ring 
Mary on 9807 6502 or 9583 5092 
 


